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International application No. 


INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


PCT/JP97/04519 


I. Basis of the report 


1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 


|^| the international application as originally filed. 




[ | the description, paees , as originally filed, 




oaees • filed with the demand, 




nao^c filed with the letter of 




naopc filed with the letter of * 


1 ] the claims. Nos. , as originally filed, 




Nos , as amended under Article 19, 


Nos. , filed with the demand, 




Nos. , filed with the letter of 




Kin*: . filed with the letter of 


| | the drawines. sheets/fie , as originally filed, 




sheets/fie * filed with the demand, 




sheets/fie , filed with the letter of 




chppt^/f"ia . filed with the letter of 


2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 




I | the description, papes 




1 I the claims. Nos. 




I | the drawings. sheets/fie 




1 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
' — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 


4, Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 4-20,22,23,25,32 YES 

Claims 1-3,21,24,26-31,33 N ° 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 4-20,22,23,25,32 YES 

Claims 1-3,21,24,26-31,33 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-33 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The subject matter of claims 1 and 3 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in documents 1 
and 2 cited in the ISR. 

The subject matter of claim 2 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in document 1 cited in 
the ISR. 

The subject matter of claim 21 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in documents 3 and 4 
cited in the ISR. 

The subject matter of claim 24 does not appear to be 'novel in view of the disclosures in document 4 cited in 
the ISR. 

The subject matter of claim 26 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in documents 1 and 5- 
8 cited in the ISR. 

The subject matter of claims 27, 29 and 30 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in 

documents 1 and 5 cited in the ISR. 
The subject matter of claims 28, 31 and 33 does not appear to be novel in view of the disclosures in 

document 1 cited in the ISR. 

Document 1: JP, 6-269452, A (Olympus Optical Company Limited), 27 September, 1994 (27.09.94), 
column 4, lines 13-43; column 6, line 32 to column 7, line 8; column 8, lines 27-35; Fig. 7 (Family: 
none) 

Document 2: JP, 2-195251, A (Sumitomo Metal Industries, Ltd.), 1 August, 1990 (01.08.90), page 2, upper 

right column, line 14 to lower left column, line 9 (Family: none) 
Document 3: JP, 63-318931, A (Toshiba Corporation), 27 December, 1988 (27.12.88), page 2, lower right 

column, line 13 to page 3, upper left column, line 6; Fig. 1 (Family: none) 
Document 4: JP, 2-156938, A (Shimadzu Corporation), 15 June, 1990 (15.06.90), page 1, lower left 

column, lines 5-20; Fig. 1 (Family: none) 
Document 5: JP, 7-391, A (Toshiba Corporation), 6 January, 1995 (06.01.95), column 7, lines 21-40 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V (Citations and explanations): 
(Family: none) 

Document 6: JP, 7-299065, A (Aroka K.K.)> 14 November, 1995 (14.11.95), column 1, lines 2-15 (Family: 
none) 

Document 7: JP, 3-1847, A (Fujitsu Limited), 8 January, 1991 (08.01.91), page 1, lower left column, lines 
6-13 (Family: none) 

Document 8: JP, 63-154160, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 27 June, 1988 (27.06.88), page 1, lower left column, lines 6- 
1 1 & US481 1740, A & DE3 742875, C 
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(54)Title: ULTRASONIC TESTER AND SYSTEM FOR ITS MANAGEMENT 

(54)^ <d& m m=g-m.$>i&mwte <t <omm a 



(57) Abstract 

An ultrasonic tester management system 
with which the load and cost on the ultrasonic 
tester side can be greatly reduced. Ultrasonic 
testers (Aj -A n ) each comprise a probe (1) and 
a tester main unit (100). The tester main units 
(100) are connected to a host computer (C) 
through a network bus (N B " ). The host 
computer (C) has a data storage unit (M). Data 
on test objects which are obtained by the 
ultrasonic testers (Aj -A n ) are analyzed and 
judged by the host computer (C) and stored in 
the data storage unit (M). The host computer 
(C) diagnoses the ultrasonic testers (A t -A„ ) 
and detects signs of the deterioration of the 
probes (1), etc. in accordance with a self- 
diagnosis program. Further, the data on the 
probes (I) are stored in the data storage unit 
(M) and the ultrasonic testers (A t -A n ) can read 
the data through the host computer(C). 
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100 - . . -tester main units 

^ - A„ . . . ultrasonic testers 
C . . . host computer 
M - . . data storage unit 

N m ... network bus 
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